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ANNOUNCEMENT

For Immediate Release

Contact: Barbara Edwards

E-Mail: b.edwards@hvousa.org
Phone: 202-296-0928 x 13
HVO Opens Oral Health Program in Rwanda
[Washington, DC– August 13, 2009] - HVO is pleased to announce the opening of a new oral health education program with the Kigali Health Institute (KHI) in Kigali, Rwanda.  KHI was established in 1996 by the Rwandan Ministry of Health in collaboration with the Ministry of Education.  This institution prepares health care workers in ten health related departments; dentistry, ophthalmology, physiotherapy, biomedical laboratory sciences, medical imaging services, environmental health, general nursing, anesthesia, mental health, and midwifery.
Nearly fifteen years after war and genocide devastated the country, and a mass exodus caused a shortage of human resources, Rwanda has emerged with a stable democratic government and steady economic growth.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 However, there is still a tremendous shortage of oral health care capacity in Rwanda.  To address this need, HVO will be providing support to the faculty at KHI in the development of a teaching program for dental therapists and assistance in the establishment of guidelines for a sustainable oral health program to extend throughout rural Rwanda.  
HVO volunteers will provide education and training to students, faculty and local dentists, focusing on preventive education, oral exams, basic restorative dentistry, oral hygiene and periodontal treatment and alleviation of oral infection and pain.  This training will raise the effectiveness of primary oral health care in modern city clinics as well as in the underserved rural regions of Rwanda.  Both general dentists and specialists are needed for assignments of two weeks or longer. 
HVO’s oral health programs are sponsored by the American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons and the American Dental Association.

A private, non-profit membership organization, HVO was founded in 1986 to improve global health through education.  HVO designs and implements clinical education programs in child health, primary care, trauma and rehabilitation, essential surgical care, oral health, blood disorders and cancers, infectious disease, nursing education, and wound care.  In more than 25 resource-poor nations, volunteers train, mentor and provide critical professional support to health care providers who care for the neediest populations in the most difficult of circumstances.  
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